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FAXING TESTIMONY FORCITY COUNCIL HEARING ON 02/23/2007.
I AM SUBMITTING TESTIMONY FOR AN]) AGAINST SEVERAL BILLS & RESOLUTIONS.

BILL 011(2007)-Thepurposeof this ordinanceis to providea one-timerealpropertytax creditto eligible
ownersofrealproperty.
I would like to pleaseurgetheCouncil to passthisbill. Thetax creditof$200.00would greatlyhelp
theelderlyandtheworking poorlike myself.Overthe lastseveralyearsI haveseenourpropertytax
escalatewell over300%andanymonetarycreditwould help tremendously.Pleasehelpthepeople
ofHonoluluby onceagainpassingthis bill.

RESOLUTION07-045-INITIATING AMENDMENTSTO THE REVISEDCHARTEROF THE
CITY AND COUNTY OFHONOLULU 1973,AS AMENDED, RELATING TO REAL
PROPERTYVALUATIONS.
I would like to pleaseurgetheCity Council to pleasepassthis resolution.This is finally a fair
compromiseto what hasbeenhappeningto thepropertytaxincreasesovertherecentyears.
In Section6-203.Powers,DutiesandFunctions—ItemU “Annually assessorcauseto be assesses
all realpropertysituatedwithin thegeo~aphicboundaryoftheCity andCountyofHonolulu for
taxationmirnoses.providedthat anyincreasein grossvaluationsfor anypropertyincludedin either
the improvedresidentialorapartmentclassofrealpropertyshallbe no morethan2 percentper
year”.
This is fair~no morethan2%peryearis areasonableamountto increase.FormostofHonolulu’s
homeownershaveseentheirpropertytaxgo well over20 to 40%eachyear,andthat is just
unacceptable.I know that I speakfor all theelderly andtheworkingpoorin my areawho cannot
speakfor themselves,weurgeyou to passthis resolutionfor this is fair.

BILL 017 (2007)-Thepurposeofthis ordinanceis to modifS’ theassessmentofrealpropertytax
purposesto bringtax relief to homeowners.
If theabovementionedRESOLUTION07-045 is passedthenthis bill would notbeneeded.But if
theabovementionedResolutionis not passedthenI amagainsttheincreasescheduleaswritten.
I would like to urgetheCity Council to makethe changeto readin Sec.8-7AssessmentCap.to
Eliminateunder(a) I thru4 andmake5 readasfollows, “For propertyownedby the sametitle
holdersfor up to 20 years,theassessmentshallbeno morethantwo percent”.Thenalsoadjust
6 and7 to reflect thesameverbage.
UnderSec.8-7(b) (2) Realpropertythat is soldor transferred.Thedefinitionoftransferredis not
clear,if thiswill excludechildrenwho’s parentshavetheirpropertyin atrust, if this will exclude
themfrom benefitingfrom this, thenthat sectionneedsto berevised.Becauseon thepassageofmy
motherthepropertywill be “transferred”to meandI would like to beableto benefitfrom this.

Page1 Misc. Corn. No. 320
B

~nn ~ I’è3i I I TCUIA T11fl0 fl’JIJT’J 71 OC’hhOOflO VV.J $7 CI flfl7,77 /7fl



ContinuationPage2 on testimonysubmittedby CaronM. Wilberts for City Councilhearingon 02/22/2007.

BILL 022 (2007)Thepurposeofthisordinanceis to revisetherealpropertytaxclassifications,
UnderSection2 I would like to recommendto theCity Council to addtwo newclassifications:
(K) VacationImprovedResidential-nonresidentpropertyownerswho do not live herefor morethan
8 monthsoutoftheyear.Theirtax rateshouldbe theunimprovedresidentialpropertytax rate.If this
classificationwasin effect therewouldnotbethefeedingfrenzyofwealthymainlandandinternationalmoney
that hasbroughtaboutthetremendousshortageofaffordablehousingfor ourresidentpropertyowners.If they
canafford to buya secondhometheycanafford to payahighertax rate.
(L) SpeculatorImprovedResidential-Thereshouldbealimit on how manyhomesyoucanbuyandsell each
year.Therecouldbealimit setat 3 ImprovedResidentialpropertiessoldwithin aoneyearperiod.From the
fourthhomeon thenthat and anyotherpropertieswill bechargedtheunimprovedresidentialpropertytax rate.
I andothersbelievethat if therewassuchaclassificationin placeyou would seethe speculationbuyingand
sellingofpropertydrasticallydeclineandthenmaybetherealresidentsof Hawaiimight haveachanceto acquire
ahome.
I thankyou all for yourtime, andI would like to urgeto reallyconsidermy suggestionsandto do what is right to
help thepeopleofHonolulu.
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Mahalo,

CaronM. Wilberts
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